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WKU facing
$1.8 million
budget cut

Sunday funday

BY SHELBY ROGERS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU faces a possible $1.8 million budget cut following Gov. Steve
Beshear’s budget proposal speech
last Tuesday.
Beshear proposed a 2.5 percent
decrease to the operating budgets
of Kentucky universities and technical colleges and a 5 percent cut to
the Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education.
President Gary Ransdell said the
proposed cuts were “significantly
more than we were expecting.”
“Frankly, up until a few weeks ago,
I wasn’t expecting to be dealing with
cuts at all,” Ransdell said. “But we are
SEE BUDGET PAGE A2

Regents tackle
Brohm contract
and budget cuts
in Fri. meeting
BY SHELBY ROGERS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Board of Regents discussed
head football coach Jeff Brohm’s contract and another multi-million dollar
state budget cut Friday morning.
The Board approved Brohm’s
four-year, $600,000 contract, but
not without opposition from faculty regent Patricia Minter.
“We’re funding one piece of the
puzzle, while the other pieces…are
run on a shoestring,” Minter said.
Minter cited a Knight Commission report, which estimated WKU
spent over $36,000 per student athlete while regularly enrolled fulltime students received less than
SEE REGENTS PAGE A3
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LOCAL COFFEE
SHOP GETS
FACELIFT
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MARIMBA

PROFESSOR SET TO
PERFORM 'PIECES
I KNOW BY HEART'
TONIGHT
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TUE 18°/9°
WED 32°/16°
THU 41°/30°
FRI 43°/37°

Clarksville, Tenn. junior Aarion Hinds buys a six-pack of Redd's Apple Ale from Shenanigans Wines and Spirits on
Sunday. DOROTHY EDWARDS/HERALD

Ordinance allows purchase of alcohol on Sunday
BY JACOB PARKER
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
It’s possible that some students
had their prayers answered at
the end of last semester when an
amended ordinance passed for
legal sale of alcohol on Sundays,
allowing WKU to join the likes of
the University of Kentucky and
University of Louisville with opportunities for a “Sunday funday.”
The Bowling Green City Commission approved an amended
ordinance BG2013-42 3-2 on Dec.
4, allowing the sale of alcohol on
Sundays.

Clarksville, Tenn. junior Aarion
Hinds said he’s taken advantage
of the ordinance since it passed.
“I’ve probably bought alcohol
every Sunday since they started
doing it,” he said.
However, Hinds said the only
people that will find sale on Sunday’s beneficial are those who forgot to purchase alcohol on Saturday night.
“I always told myself I would get
beer or something on Saturday
night, but I would always end up
forgetting,” he said.
Hinds doesn’t think the ordinance will turn Sundays into par-

ty nights comparable to weekends
and “Thirsty Thursdays” because
most students have class Monday
morning.
“Monday is school,” he said.
“If we don’t have school on that
Monday, Sunday could be a party night. But there’s something
about a Sunday — it feels different. It feels calmer.”
While Hinds said he doesn’t
think the ordinance will really influence drinking habits, he does
think the majority of students will
take advantage.
“They were already selling MonSEE ALCOHOL PAGE A2

DSU renovation reaches final phase, opening in August
MARCH 2012

JULY 2013

Aramark Offices, Post Office,
ID Center and other
offices close and move to new
locations throughout the campus.

Downing University Center name
changed to Downing Student
Union.

BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
The renovation of Downing Student
Union continued uninterrupted over
winter break.
Dan Chaney, project manager of capital construction, said the renovation
process is in its second and final phase
before completion.
Cold temperatures and snowy weather
didn’t hinder the DSU renovations over
the winter break, Chaney said.
“We didn’t have any damage at all from
the cold spell,” Chaney said. “We were
able to press on.”
Chaney said although workers did not
do masonry work on snowy days, the
cold did not impede progress as days
with bad weather were planned for in
advance.
“It would take several days in a row to
cause a schedule delay,” Chaney said.

AUGUST 2013
Fresh Food, WKU Store, YoBlendz
and other venues open. RedZone,
Post Office, Food Court, SGA Offices and
other venues continue to be constructed.

Chaney said the number of workers
varies depending on the task that needs
to be done on a certain day.
“We average over 100,” Chaney said.
“There have been as many as 150.”
Last October, maggots were found in
the loading docks of DSU. The maggots
were attracted by a leak in a food compactor used by the Fresh Food Company.
Chaney said the compactor has been replaced.
“We haven’t seen any issues since,”
Chaney said.
Chaney said much progress was made
within the interior of the building during
the break, especially with the lobby area
and a grand entry stairway on the side of
the building that faces Avenue of Champions.
Chaney said the Career Services Center will move into a new space, located
on the second floor of DSU, at the end of
the month. Career Services will be open

OCTOBER 2013

AUGUST 15, 2014

Maggots found on
loading docks of DSU.

Projected Completion.

once the move is complete.
Chaney said new features of the renovated DSU will include a 24-hour study
lounge, an updated recreational area
featuring video game consoles, and an
extra entrance for the WKU Store. The
additional entrance will enable the store
to be open even if the rest of DSU is
closed.
“That's a nice new feature,” Chaney
said.
Bryan Russell, director of Planning,
Design and Construction, said DSU will
contain an open space that will allow
students on the first, second and third
floors to see each other. Russell said this
will help with the overall openness of the
building.
“You’ll be able to see a lot more student
activity going on within the building by
this open space,” Russell said. “I think
that's a real plus for a building.”
SEE RENOVATION PAGE A3
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CONTINUED FROM FRONT
dealing with that now and we’ll continue to work through the process and
identify some relief for yet another
budget cut.”
If the General Assembly passes the
proposed budget, WKU students could
see a 3-to-4 percent increase in tuition.
Ann Mead, vice president for Finance
and Administration, said WKU would
be able to further prepare their budget
once the Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education sets the standard for
tuition increases for public universities.
“There likely will be a ‘modest’ rate
increase,” Mead said, referencing Beshear’s promise to university officials of
only a “modest” drop in funds.
“This was one of the most difficult

JANUARY 28, 2014
choices made in this entire budget, because higher education deserves more
support, not less,” Beshear said in his
address to the Kentucky General Assembly. “But honestly there is simply
no way to create enough money to
make the needed investments in pre-K
through 12th grade, unless higher education is included in the reductions.”
Addressing compensation relief,
pension funds, retirement system and
mandated cost increases remain major
financial obligations for the university
budget, Ransdell said.
The potential budget cut compounds
financial concerns from last year’s enrollment drop, which lost the university
$1.2 million. The budget gap was made
up with one-time funds to the university.
At last week’s Administrative Council
meeting, Provost Gordon Emslie said a
growing international student popula-

ALCOHOL

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

day through Saturday, one day isn’t going to make
a difference,” he said. “Bottom line is if you’re mature enough, you can handle it.”
Michael Hager, regional manager
of Shenanigan's Wine & Spirits, said
he's enjoyed working on Sundays.
“Of course with our business,
any time we're able to sell is a
positive thing,” he said. “Especially
Sundays during football season

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

tion could also help cushion the blow.
Emslie and Gordon Baylis, vice president in the Office of Research, said
though money was cut at the state level,
national funding for collegiate research
and grants improved over recent years.
“Last year and the year before were absolutely brutal in terms of research funding,” Baylis said. “We dug deep, both
faculty and students, at working hard to
advantage of opportunities once it got
better…We got everyone up to speed on
how you’re going to apply for the money
when the money is there.”
According to the proposed budget,
The Carol Martin Gatton Academy
would receive $2 million to fund 80
more students, which would lead to an
expansion of the current building to accommodate those students.
Robbin Taylor, vice president for Public Affairs, said the university is keeping

son.”Though the ordinance is only in its first
months of operation, Hager believes that there will
be a sales increase.
“Its kind of hard to tell so far because we've
only been open a month and a half yet,” he
said. “I think any time we're open we're going
to have sales increase — it's definitely not going to hurt.”
However, money isn't the only benefit.
“It helps public safety as well as our sales,” he
said. “People can come to the liquor store and get
their alcohol and go to their house to drink with
their friends, as opposed to having to go to a bar
somewhere and then possibly risking driving
home.”
Fritz Games, campus minister for Reformed University Fellowship, said he tries not to find himself
in stores on a Sunday, but believes, as a Christian,
that everyone deserves a day off.
“I have better things to do on Sundays, like worship with other believers, works of service and
mercy, share meals, rest, be out in creation. But,
if I do find myself in the store on Sunday for said meal, it would be great to
know that if I wanted to buy beer I
could,” he said.
Games acknowledges while
some may have an issue with the

an eye on several bills, such as minimum wage and debt cap legislations,
to gauge their effect on the state budget
and to ultimately state funding to public universities.
“This is just the first step,” she said during Friday morning’s Board of Regents
meeting. “Ultimately, what we’re aiming
for is to minimize the reduction.”
If passed, the cut would mean higher
education funding reduced by nearly
17 percent since 2008.
Prior to the governor’s speech, Ransdell prepared for a 1 percent budget
cut, a roughly $800,000 loss to the university.
Despite the surprise, Ransdell remained hopeful of the General Assembly reconsidering the proposed cut.
“To use a baseball analogy, it’s a nineinning game and this is only the first inning,” Ransdell said.

Sunday sale, the Bible grants freedom in Christ.
“Though some Christians have issues with shopping on Sundays or drinking alcohol, I think the
Bible gives us freedom in Christ to do both thankfully and wisely,” he said.
Dominic Ossello, communications officer
for WKU Police Department, said he doesn't
anticipate a drastic change in student behavior.
“Alcohol is a big concern on campus, especially
underage drinking and the dangers that can be associated with something like that,” he said. “Western is a college campus where the weekends are
not really active. So I don't foresee them (students)
picking up Sunday as 'the new day.”
Ossello added that he doesn't believe an additional day of alcohol sales will influence drinking
habits.
“The people who are going to have a drink are
going to have a drink whether or not they pick
it up Saturday night or Sunday morning,” he
said.
Ossello said that, whatever the outcome, the
police department will continue to enforce the
law.
“We'll just continue to hit it like we do and promote good decision making and being accountable for what you decide to do,” he said.

WKUHERALD.COM
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WKU offers scholarships at study abroad fair
BY AARON MUDD
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Each semester, Study Abroad and
Global Learning holds a fair for students
to receive information about Study
Abroad opportunities. This semester’s
fair will be held on Wednesday, Feb. 12.
The fair will last from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. in the lobby of Mass Media and
Technology Hall.
“It’s basically an info fair where we
have representatives of our different
program providers,” Katherine Hale,
a study abroad advisor, said. “This
is a great way for students to be able
to get more specific questions answered.”

REGENTS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
$12,000 per student.
President Gary Ransdell called the
quoted study “flawed,” only taking into
consideration certain aspects of student spending.
Todd Stewart, WKU athletics director,
said the football coaching staff payroll remains $1.65 million, the same
amount as the previous year.
“75 percent of programs in the country have an athletic budget greater than
$25 million,” Stewart said. “In relation

RENOVATION
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Chaney said there is still much to do
before the renovation is complete.

Students who attend the fair can receive a free T-shirt and the chance to
win a study abroad scholarship. The
scholarship awards $250 for winter or
summer study abroad programs or
$500 for semester-long programs.
“Students that are awarded the scholarship can use it any time before graduation,” Hale said.
Over 900 students attended the fall fair,
and 360 attended the spring fair last year.
“We hope 400 plus students will be in
attendance,” said Hale.
Students often choose to study
abroad in Western Europe, Latin
America and Asia. Harlaxton College in
Grantham, England continues to be a
popular location each semester.

“We send 30 to 40 students each semester,” Hale said. “The top program is
Harlaxton right now.”
Locations in the Middle East and Africa are also growing in popularity with
the recent addition of an Arabic degree
program.
“With Arabic becoming a new major
at WKU, I see more advisees who are
interested in going to Morocco, Jordan
and other countries in the Middle East
to study Arabic,” Hale said.
Hale said English is the number one
international language, and more opportunities are becoming available for
students who only speak English.
“There are a number of programs
that students can choose from in Asia

where they can take their whole semester or summer courses in English,”
said Hale.
Students in science, technology,
engineering and math fields, or
STEM, may also find study abroad
appealing.
“We are trying to encourage more
STEM students to consider study
abroad because there are a lot of options for them as well,” said Hale.
Hale said students considering
study abroad should plan for it early.
“I think study abroad can give students a leg up in the job search,” said
Hale. “There’s a lot of funding for study
abroad. Finances shouldn’t be a hindrance.”

to our peers, the people we compete
with on a daily basis, we are way below
average.”
The proposed 2.5 percent state budget cut also weighed heavily in Board
discussion.
Robbin Taylor, vice president for Public
Affairs, said the university is tracking both
Senate and House bills that could further
the effects of another major budget cut.
“We have had very positive conversations with a number of legislators looking to reduce the cut to higher education,” she said.
The Board also passed new academic
degrees, including a new BA in Crimi-

nology, and minors in Family Home
Visiting and Systems Engineering.
Brian Meredith, associate vice president of Enrollment Management, reported the highest January term enrollment in four years, up nearly 8 percent
from last year.
Provost Gordon Emslie said spring
enrollment rose from spring 2013 by
nearly 2 percent, from 83 percent to
84.8 percent.
He predicted spring enrollment declining but retention figures rising, and
said the enrollment office would have
more finalized numbers by February.
Joelle Carter, vice president of Reten-

tion and Student Services, presented a
MAP-Works report, detailing how the
university identifies at-risk students.
Ouida and Albert Meier with the Green
River Preserve gave the board an update
on the university’s extensive involvement and recognition for that project.
Kathryn Costello, vice president for
Development and Alumni Relations,
said the university has received over $9
million in alumni giving, on track for
$17 million in annual giving.
The meeting went into a closed session to discuss any lawsuits involving
the university following Costello’s report.

“The entire third floor, which is
all meeting rooms, is being worked
on,”Chaney said. “The entire second
floor is as well."
Russell said when the building is
completed there
will be ex-

amples of 'branding' throughout DSU:
various aspects of the building that are
unique to WKU. As an example, Russell said there will be tabletops in some
areas that will be covered with WKU
memorabilia, such as pieces from the
bowling alley floors that were saved

prior to renovation.
Russell said this was done to preserve
tradition.
“All of us older timers took bowling to
get an ‘A,’” Russell said.
DSU is expected to be open on Aug.
15 of this year.

Crime reports
Arrests
• Police arrested Muscogee, Ga.,
freshman Brian Parshall on Jan. 27 in
Douglas Keen Hall on an e-warrant
for failure to appear in court following
a charge for alcohol intoxication in a
public place.
•
Police arrested Hopkinsville
sophomore Ross Goodaker on Jan.

24 for a third-offense aggravated DUI,
disregarding a stop sign, careless driving and possession of marijuana at
the corner of 13th and Clay streets.
• Police served Hardin freshman Corey Stevens an indictment warrant for
first-degree robbery on Jan. 25 at the
Warren County jail. Item stolen was
$300.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

TWEETS
FROM
THE HILL
@WKU_Hooks: Spring semester for #WKU starts tomorrow,
let the slacking begin
— Sent 6:48 PM - 26 Jan 2014
@Bryy41240: Couldn't be any
happier to be back here #wku
— Sent 7:22 PM - 26 Jan 2014
@barrettg12: I'm so happy to
be back at the Preston Center!
#WKU #GetFit #Gym
— Sent 7:09 PM - 26 Jan 2014

NOT SO
ACCESSIBLE

State education should be accessible to potential students

THE ISSUE: Governor Steve Beshear recently proposed a 2.5 percent decrease
in the current budgets of Kentucky
public colleges, which includes WKU,
which would lose about $2 million.

OUR STANCE: Cutting money from any
budget is difficult, but the public students shouldn't be the caught in the
middle when it comes to cuts.

No one knows it better than university administrators when it comes to
campus budget cuts.
However, public university administrators, staff and students also realize
that public universities, especially state
ones, are meant to be accessible to anyone who wishes to attend — especially
in-state students.
But thanks to a proposed 2.5 percent
decrease in post-secondary education
aid from the state government by Gov.
Steve Beshear, higher education is becoming more and more inaccessible for
anyone wishing to attend or remain at

WKU.
If this cut is put in place, it means
that WKU will have lost nearly 17 percent of its funding since 2008, according
to a Herald article.
For a public school that relies on
funding from the state, it makes no
sense to continually cut money when it
does not have many other sources.
When funding is cut from universities, jobs are lost and the quality of the
programs the school offers begins to
decrease. While WKU has done a great
job of not cutting jobs, one can only
wonder how much longer the school
can continue to retain jobs when they
are being handed a financial blow
each year.
According to Beshear, who called the
decision extremely difficult, the postsecondary education budget is being
cut in order to invest more money in
pre-K through 12th grade education —
a cut we find ironic.
We understand that education for
all is important and that this cut may

seem necessary to the governor. However, shifting money so that one form
of public education loses, literally, while
another gains the funding doesn't seem
like a good idea.
We wonder if perhaps there is another area of the budget that the governor has not explored in which cuts can
be made so that no public education of
any kind has to take a hit.
If this cut is made, Ransdell said
that tuition could go up 3 to 4 percent
for students, which comes after last
March's discussion of raising tuition by
5 percent.
We believe at this rate it won't be long
until students aren't simply dealing with
student loans after graduating, but with
the fact that they may not be able to earn
a degree from a public school in the first
place.
This editorial represents the majority opinion if the Herald's 9-member
editorial board.

@AshleyMadden4: It feels
good to be back on campus.
#wku #collegelife
— Sent 6:34 PM - 26 Jan 2014
@jonwarren1: Just went to
Mass Media at midnight for
the first of what I bet will be
many times this semester.
#wku
— Sent 2:31 AM - 26 Jan 2014
@TravisGerding28: I can't believe school starts Monday it's
been awhile for sure #WKU
— Sent 8:29 PM - 25 Jan 2014
@ashleypotts2: First day of
my last semester at wku starts
tomorrow..... noooooo I dont
wanna leave!
— Sent 4:14 PM - 26 Jan 2014
@jcpowell93: I feel like a kid in
a candy store after being gone
for so long from WKU. The
new books store is awesome!
DUC has a Starbucks! What?!!
— Sent 6:53 PM - 26 Jan 2014
@NateHutty: Oh how I've
missed WKU wifi.
— Sent 5:37 PM - 26 Jan 2014
@PrinceHarris12: Tomorrow
starts the first day of my last
semester at WKU. Let's make it
a great one Topper Nation!!!
— Sent 8:39 PM - 26 Jan 2014

HEALTH MATTERS

Caring for our health is a challenge that connects us
BY RYAN HUNTON
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM
If you are in
good
health,
you have been
given a great gift
and responsibility.
To make a
sincere effort in
taking care of
Hunton
one’s health is
one of the greatest challenges that a person
encounters throughout his or
her lifetime. Although it is ultimately an individual effort,
it is a challenge that each of
us faces daily. It connects us

on a fundamental level, and it
is something that we can discuss. This semester, I hope to
stimulate the discussion on
topics that will help you understand your health and take
care of it.
My name is Ryan, and this
semester I'm going to talk to
you about your health, your
body, and how we as college
students can live healthier and
more fulfilling lives.
We are fortunate to live in
a particularly exciting time
in healthcare. The emphasis
is becoming less on finding
cures and more on incorporating positive lifestyle changes in
order to prevent or minimize

the debilitating effects of certain diseases.
We are finding that the habits that we have today are crucial to our health status later in
life. Even if the life expectancy
in the United States is nearly
80 years old and the major
diseases in our time are those
caused by old age, health matters here and now.
Many ancient traditions are
being revisited as we search
for new ways to conceptualize and treat disease. Studies
show that major diseases such
as heart disease, lung disease
and diabetes begin on a microscopic and imperceptible
level, often in early adulthood
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(ages 18–25). According to one
study called CARDIA (Coronary Artery Risk Development
in Young Adults), being active
during your college years can
lower your risk for diabetes,
high blood pressure, and obesity.
However, good nutrition,
an active lifestyle and stresscoping techniques throughout the lifespan can prevent
hypertension from occurring,
even in those individuals who
come from families with a history of high blood pressure.
Prevention means incorporating lifestyle changes at the earliest possible opportunity so
that you remain healthy.

VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@wkuherald.com
The Herald encourages readers to
write letters and commentaries
on topics of public interest. Here
are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250
words. Commentaries should be
about 500 words and include a
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number, home
town and classification or title.

Finally, although caring for
one’s health is an individual effort, the implications for society are tremendous. Questions
regarding how to fund Medicare, Medicaid, and a comprehensive healthcare system
over the next decades can be
made much easier if we collectively become more healthconscious and make better
health decisions.
In order for us to be healthy
people in the next 20 to 30
years, each of us needs to make
positive changes now. Taking
small steps now can make a
big difference later. I can't wait
for us all to learn how to lead
healthier lives this semester.

4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to
edit all letters for style, grammar,
length and clarity. The Herald
does NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received
by 7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO
NOT reflect those of Western
Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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THE FUN PAGE

Get social with the

ACROSS
1 Apply, as with a cotton swab
4 Dinner bills
8 Defeat decisively
14 Dean’s email suffix
15 Overlook
16 “Respect” singer Franklin
17 Hitchhike
19 Rented
20 Write back
21 Amazement
23 Pod fillers
24 Out of the wind
25 Far from being in
agreement
28 More in need of
moisturizer
30 __ noire: dreaded thing
31 Before today
33 Contact lens care brand
35 Indian prince
39 What a pep talk is meant
to do
43 Pixieish
44 Strong veiny cheese
45 Chanced upon
46 Chess corner piece
49 Pizazz
51 Graduation garb
55 Quantity of 53-Down
58 Grifter’s game
59 Diminish
60 Prima __: opera star
61 Schoolchildren
63 Time relaxing in a chalet,
and where the first words of
17-, 25-, 39-, and 51-Across
may appear
66 Some nuclear trials
67 Earth’s natural satellite
68 Archaic
69 Nobel Prize-winning poet
Pablo
70 Graph’s x or y
71 Nintendo’s Super __
console

College Heights Herald

@WKUHerald
@WKUHeraldSports

@WKUHerald

CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Sales Manager: Ashley Edwards

advertising@wkuherald.com

HELP WANTED
LIFEGUARDS WANTED

Warren County Aquatics
is looking to immediately hire 2 to 3 part-time lifeguards.
Must be 18 yrs of age.
Certification Required: Lifeguarding, First Aid, CPR, AED
Starting Pay $8.00 per hour, approximately 20 hours per week.
Flexible Hours for College Students. If interested please contact
Warren County Parks Department at:
270-842-5302 ext. 10
or David Jones Pool Manager at 270-784-6327
PART TIME CUSTOMER SERVICE ASSISTANT

Studio Calico is an online boutique and monthly subscription
club, providing fresh paper products to trendy paper-crafters. We
are seeking a candidate who will share a passion for providing the
best customer experience for our members. This part time position
comes with flexible hours and a unique work environment. Send your
resume to careers@studiocalico.com.

Place a classiﬁed
ad in the Herald
start at $6 per issue

DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS
start at $7.25 per issue

Email advertising@wkuherald.com
for more information.
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading
or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution
when answering ads, especially when asked to send money or provide
credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible
for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

SUNDAY 50°
MONDAY 25°
TUESDAY 15°
WEDNESDAY 20°
THURSDAY 36°
FRIDAY 41°
SATURDAY 42°

DOWN
1 Actress Messing of “Will &
Grace”
2 “I challenge you to __!”
3 Took out, gangland-style
4 Conservative Brit
5 Bordeaux boyfriend
6 Offer at Sotheby’s
7 Great bargain
8 “Honor Thy Father” writer
Gay
9 1,000-year Eur. realm
10 Come back into view
11 In a total fog
12 Use wool clippers on
13 Owned, in the Old
Testament
18 K.C. Royal, e.g.

22 E.B. White’s “Charlotte’s
__”
25 Ball-__ hammer
26 Normandy river
27 Naturally lit courtyard
29 Clothing patch type
31 Pale or malt brew
32 Baseball’s Hodges
34 PC-to-printer port
36 “Sesame Street” puppeteer
37 Had a meal
38 FDR successor
40 Italian dessert sometimes
made with espresso
41 Like much post-Christmas
business
42 Drudge
47 Black Sea port

48 Old USSR spy gp.
50 Golf instructors
51 TV from D.C.
52 Sharp, as an eagle’s eyesight
53 Photocopier supply
54 Only U.S. president born
in Hawaii
56 Foot-to-leg joint
57 Hotel cleaning crew
60 Cozy rooms
62 U.K. business abbr.
64 Chicken __
65 French king

HILLTOP HOROSCOPES

LINE CLASSIFIEDS

HER
WEAT
OVER WESTERN

Call (270
(270)745-2653 to sponsor a puzzlee today!

SCORPIO (Oct. 23Nov. 21) -- Renew career
activity. Consult an experienced and trustworthy financial advisor.
Take action to forward
your next profitable
adventure. Friends offer
good advice. Chat in
private. Find a smarter
method at work. Go for
it.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21) -- Write,
record or organize about
your new escapade.
Include new support or
information. Do it for
love. Write a practical
document. Find just the
right tone. Private efforts bear fruit. Mutual
admiration grows with a
partner.

CAPRICORN (Dec.
22-Jan. 19) -- A roommate helps you understand. Share the pertinent facts. Your input is
appreciated. Dexterity
solves a problem. You're
on a roll. Keep saving as
much as you can. Introspection and quiet prove
soothing.

AQUARIUS (Jan.
20-Feb. 18) -- Have a
private conversation
with a supervisor or at
home. Allow yourself to
get persuaded. Ask questions and take notes.
Run errands. Watch for
hidden agendas. Work
smarter as you assimilate new ideas.

PISCES (Feb.
19-March 20) -- Work
on the plan you made.
Gather new information. Use your wit and
charm. Friends keep
you on track to profit.
You're gaining respect.
Contact your team and
talk about the important
things.

ARIES (March
21-April 19) -- Confer
with your team and
make a plan accounting
for each of your abilities.
Use their ideas and approach. You're already
ahead of the game. Talk
about what you're learning. Wax philosophical.

TAURUS (April 20May 20) -- Complete
financial paperwork:
invoices, expense reports, tax forms... If you
don't understand, don't
be afraid to ask. Get in
touch with old clients or
friends who can provide
new work. Choose love
you can depend on.

GEMINI (May 21June 20) -- A good partner helps you get farther,
and could also provide a
unique opportunity that
you wouldn't discover
otherwise. Provide motivation, plus facts, and
win the prize. Collect an
old debt as a bonus.

CANCER (June 21July 22) -- You can find
the right words to make
an excellent deal. Get
busy and take advantage
of your great productivity today. Include time
for romance. Let your
partner share your
appreciation. Provide
a healthy dose of great
service.

LEO (July 23-Aug.
22) -- Indulge passion
and imagination. It's a
nice day for romance.
Write a love letter and
seal it with a kiss. But
don't forget your career
obligations. You find the
balance. Share fun and
laughter.

VIRGO (Aug. 23Sept. 22) -- Study new
ways to save at home.
Pay attention to unnoticed or forgotten stuff.
Spend wisely to improve
your decor. Keep your
promises. Your plans
develop as you go along.
Good news comes from
far away.

LIBRA (Sept. 23Oct. 22) -- Your past
work speaks well for
you. Make new friends.
Check out an interesting
suggestion. For a fresh
perspective, ask a child.
Cash in coupons and ask
for help. Team projects
go well. Consider new
possibilities.

SUDOKU PROBLEMS
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North Wing Thompson Complex ends with ceremony
BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Crowds of people congregated in one of the classrooms
in the North Wing of Thompson Complex to share their
memories, both good and bad,
of the establishment on Thursday, Jan. 23.
The building, constructed in 1960, shut down on
Friday, Jan. 24 due to heating and cooling system failures.
Cheryl Stevens, dean of
Ogden College of Science
and Engineering, offered a
recap of the history of the
building.
“In 1960, 54 years ago,
this building opened when
this campus was still called
Western Kentucky State College,” she said. “I wish I could
have gotten the numbers and
even an estimate of the number of people who have been
through or used this building.”
Stevens said the building
was used by many departments over the years, such
as the biology and chemistry
departments. The physics department also used the building in the early 1970s.
“So because of the impact
that this building had on so
many people, we thought it
was only fitting to acknowledge its closure in a celebration of sorts,” Stevens said.
President Gary Ransdell
was one of the first to share
his experiences of the building.
“I have no real pleasant
memories of this building,” he
said, causing laughter within
the crowd.
Ransdell said he held a student job in a biology lab where
he cleaned petri dishes and
took care of the rabbits that
were used by the biology department. Ransdell tried to
make a pet out of one of the

rabbits after it was of no use to
the department.
“It didn't work,” Ransdell
said.
Ransdell also spoke of the
ultimate future of the building, which includes the demolition of the North Wing of
Thompson Complex, and a
renovation of the Center Wing.
Ransdell said the total cost of
the project would cost $48 million and hopes to receive that
funding from the state this
spring.
“We will not rest until that
project is funded and is done,”
Ransdell said.
Ransdell ended his speech
by thanking the faculty for
their contributions and read
reactions from alumni that
were posted on social media
websites.
“‘May TCNW rest in peace.
Long live WKU,’” Ransdell
quoted. “‘Wow, I think I
flunked two classes there.’”
Blaine Ferrell, a professor
on transitional retirement in
the biology department, said
his memories of the people,
rather than the building, were
more vivid.
“The building certainly
served its purpose very well,”
Ferrell said. “It's really not the
building that matters. It's the
people, and the people that I
came in contact with here…
are very open and welcoming
and really look out for each
other and that's the part I remember.”
David
Hartman,
who
served as a faculty member
for the chemistry department
from 1966 to 2008, said the
closing of the building will be
unfortunate because it is in
the middle of the academic
year.
Ferrell said after he obtained his master's degree in
biology from WKU in 1975, he
came back to WKU as a faculty
member in 1978, until he began his transitional retirement

Ogden College of Science & Engineering Dean Cheryl Stevens speaks during a ceremony for the
closing of WKU's Thompson Complex North Wing Jan. 23, 2014. The building was opened in 1960
and has been most recently occupied by the biology and chemistry departments. BRIAN POWERS/
HERALD

in 2011. Ferrell also served as
head of the biology department and dean of Ogden College of Science and Engineering.
“When I came as a graduate student, I came from
Philadelphia,” Ferrell said. “I
didn't pay any attention to
the building quite frankly because the faculty were so welcoming.”
The ceremony concluded
with Stevens inviting the visitors to sign the border of a giant photograph of the North
Wing.
Marcus Korba, an alumnus
who graduated in the spring
semester of 2013, took several
biology and chemistry classes
within the building.
Korba said the building's
closure was bittersweet.
“It's good to come see it

Larry Elliot, right, and Keith Philips, left, walk through the empty
classrooms in WKU's Thompson Complex North Wing after the
ceremony for the building's closing on Thursday, Jan. 23 Elliot
taught biology and microbiology at the school for 42 years and
Philips has taught biology since 2000.
BRIAN POWERS/HERALD

come to an end, but I didn't
enjoy it when I was part of it,”

Korba said.

WKUHERALD.COM
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Power outage in residence halls displaces students
BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Some students who returned
to their residence halls early
were forced to leave after their
arrival.
On Thursday at about 10
p.m., a water main broke in the
mechanical room of Northeast
Hall. The burst pipe caused a
flood, which damaged various electrical equipment that
caused Northeast, Southwest,
and Bates-Runner residence
halls to lose power.
Those living in the affected
dorms had the opportunities
to gather essentials and were
then relocated to other vacant
rooms in other residence halls
on campus. Some students
chose to stay off campus or go
back home.
La Grange Junior Tyler Scaff
was one of those students and
said an ‘inconvenience’ was a
mild way to describe the situation.
“We were essentially evicted
from the dorm which we paid
quite a bit of money to live in,”
Scaff said.
During the outage, Housing
and Residence Life encouraged students who lived in the
powerless dorms that had not
returned to stay at home until
Sunday via social media.
Brian Kuster, director of
Housing and Residence Life,
said the equipment that was
damaged is not easily replaceable.
“They’re just not something
you get locally,” Kuster said.
Power was restored to Southwest and Bates-Runner Halls
Friday evening via generator.
The transformer used to restore power to the dorms came

Adam Garret and Travis Kugler, both of Bowling Green, guide a truck as they install a generator in front of Southwest Hall. A busted
water main in Northeast Hall caused a short that knocked out power in Bates-Runner, Northeast and Southwest Halls.
Ian MAULE/HERALD

from Cincinnati and was delivered on Friday. Kuster said
there were workers in Northeast all day Saturday to ensure
that power would be restored
in a timely manner. All three
dorms were back on permanent power by Sunday afternoon.
Kuster said because the pipe
burst at a sudden time, it was
hard to prevent it from hap-

pening.
“Consider it an act of God,”
Kuster said.
Scaff said it was a fortunate
circumstance that the power
outage happened before classes started.
“Because this happens in
the middle of the semester,
imagine the issues that would
potentially be caused if they
just ran out of all places to

WKU receives grant money
for education outreach
BY JACKSON FRENCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The PNC Foundation has awarded
WKU a $150,000 grant, propelling the
school one step closer to completing
a three-year challenge from the James
Graham Brown Foundation.
Rick Dubose, executive director of
the WKU Alumni Association, said the
school received a $500,000 grant three
years ago from the James Graham
Brown Foundation, a trust based in
Louisville that funds projects to promote economic development, education and health standards in Kentucky.
The foundation also challenged WKU
to raise an additional $500,000.
Dubose said that with the PNC
Foundation’s grant, WKU is now on the
last step of the James Graham Brown
Foundation’s challenge and has until
the end of 2014 to raise the rest of the
money.
Kathryn Costello, president of the
WKU Foundation, said PNC’s gift is important to the school’s i4 Initiative.
She said the goal of the i4 Initiative is
to help children in the public schools in
Kentucky become more knowledgeable
in the STEM disciplines: science, technology, engineering and math.
“They’re very interested in young
children — preschool and elementary
school children,” she said. “They un-

derstand that the future of our state depends on children having opportunities and being prepared and being able
to learn.”
Dubose said PNC gave its grant to
WKU based on a proposal from the
school that he said called for “a lot of
education, a lot of outreach to parents
and teachers…of young children who
are just beginning their educational
journey.”
“It gives them pointers and tips on
how to prepare their children to be successful, in particular in the math and
science areas,” he said.
The main component of the proposal, Dubose said, is making videos that
will be distributed to parents and teachers, offering them some of the tips.
Julia Roberts, executive director of
the Center for Gifted Studies, said WKU
will use the grant money to produce six
videos.
“We will make them available to early childhood programs,” she said. “They
have a special interest in children from
lower to moderate income families.”
Costello also said WKU will submit
a report to the James Graham Brown
Foundation to show what the grant
helped fund.
“We hope that they’ll be pleased
and one day in the future, we’ll apply to
them in the future for another grant for
some purpose,” she said.

house all the people,” said
Sceff
Kuster said if this were to
happen during the semester, students would be placed
somewhere on campus again
before other alternatives, such
as renting out hotel rooms,
would be explored.
Kuster said although the
transformer has been replaced,
it is an outdoor transformer

that will be replaced this summer.
“Though everybody is on
permanent power, this still is
just a temporary fix,” Kuster
said. “If we would had of waited to find exactly what could
have fit inside the building, we
would probably have to had
that manufactured. That’s not
something anybody would
have sitting around."

WKUHERALD.com
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NEW Spencer's,
SAME Coffee

Customers relax in the newly remodeled interior of Spencer's Coffee on Monday. The coffee shop recently reopened in this location after a brief period of operating in the
lobby of the building next door during renovations. DEMETRIUS FREEMAN/HERALD

Students satisfied with expansion of local coffee shop
BY LEAH BROWN
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Spencer’s Coffee reopened
last week, shocking customers
with its recent renovations.
Justin Shepard, owner of
Spencer’s Coffee, said customers would walk in and say,
“This doesn’t look like it belongs in Bowling Green.”
The shop closed for the first
two weeks in January.
The renovation included
taking over the back half of a
law firm and replacing it with
restrooms, an office and storage space. The kitchen and
service counter are now more
efficient, and the dining room
expanded its seating from 50
to 80 seats.

Spencer’s also has seating
in their courtyard for up to 40
people.
“We’ve been maxed out on
seats for the past year or so
when Western is in session, especially if the weather is pretty
good,” Shepard said.
Starting back in August
of last year, Spencer’s began
holding beer garden events in
their courtyard every couple
of weeks. During these events,
they feature a brewery and
serve a variety of beers.
Spencer’s sells beer on draft
and in bottles.
Shepard said the coffee
shop is not trying to become
a bar, but they want to give
people a good beer in a relaxing environment.

Jon Dunn, WKU junior

It’s a good, calm
place to study.”
Planning for the renovation had been in the works for
the past six months and was
spurred on when they started
running out of seating and
workspace.
The renovation took place
during January because it is
generally the slowest time of
the year for the food industry
and WKU students were on
break.
Shepard said it is a longterm investment that will not
only increase business, but

help them do business better.
Regular customers were
anxious for the change, but reacted very well to it.
Lauren Culbreth, a twoyear employee, said she liked
the way it looked before, but
it’s been easy getting used to
the new way of doing things.
So far, the expansion has
made business more successful.
“If I looked at this week last
year, I would say this week has
been much busier,” Shepard
said.
The changes in the shop
also brought a change in the
demographic of the customers.
People who heard about the
expansion wanted to check it
out.

“Seeing a lot of new faces
has been a really nice change
of pace,” Culbreth said.
Spencer’s goal is to be a
place in Bowling Green where
people can walk in and leave
the weight of the world outside.
Whether a customer comes
in for his or her morning coffee or to have lunch with a
friend, Spencer’s wants to give
them the best quality for what
they’re buying.
Jon Dunn, a junior from
Jamestown, is a regular customer at Spencer’s and said
the changes were pretty sweet.
He plans to use the coffee
shop as a study space for the
upcoming semester.
“It’s a good, calm place to
study,” Dunn said.

Original president’s home receiving makeover
BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Dero Downing Student
Union is not the only campus
building on campus receiving
a makeover.
Kerra Ogden, project manager of Capital Construction,
said the Craig Alumni Center
is being restored in the style
of what the building was originally used for: a home.
Ogden said the building
contained no central heating
or air conditioning prior to
the renovation, and it will be
receiving a new HVAC system
as well as an updated electrical
system, new carpeting and a
fresh coat of paint.
John Osborne, vice president for Campus Services and
Facilities, said the building received very little maintenance
prior to the renovation.
“Only very superficial work
has been performed in there,”
Osborne said.
Ogden said the house was
constructed in 1931, but the
last major update it received
was a structure connecting
the building with the College
Heights Foundation in 1969.

The connecting structure
was removed when the renovation started.
Ogden said the building has
important historical connections to WKU.
“We had several presidents
that lived in that building,” Ogden said.
The building served as the
home for Presidents Kelly
Thompson, Paul Garrett and
Henry Hardin Cherry, the last
of who died in the house.
Ogden said the renovation
started in November. There
are three phases to the project,
which is currently at the end
of its first stage. This portion
consists of clearing out the
building. The second and third
phases will involve installing
new infrastructure and putting the final touches on the
building.
The staff that was housed in
the Craig Alumni Center has
since moved to the Augenstein
Alumni Center and will stay
there even after the restoration
is complete.
Ogden said the building
will have multiple uses for the
public once the renovation is
finished, including a formal

Rick Burton, of Bowling Green, replaces a deck post for the Craig Alumni Center House on Monday.
The Alumni Center has been going through renovations since November. IAN MAULE/HERALD
dining room and conference
rooms. The building will house
administrative offices as well,
including President Gary
Ransdell’s office.
Ransdell said the main reason for the renovation is to

prevent the house from deteriorating. Because of its historical ties to the university, he
likes the idea of his office being
in the building.
After his move, his old office
in the Wetherby Administra-

WKUHERALD.com

tion Building will be shared by
various administrative departments.
Ogden said she plans for the
renovation to be completed by
this fall.
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Professor explores basil
for cancer research

as this begin with internal funding, but
the goal is to eventually be funded by
the National Institute of Health. Baylis
WKU may be leading the charge said he has high hopes for Emani.
“Quite frankly, Dr. Emani is a perfect
against cancer with research for the
first plant-based treatment targeting example of exactly what WKU aspires
breast, colon and pancreatic cancers. to be: a university where students get
The ultimate goal is to aid in curing all exposure to cutting edge research, both
in the classroom and the laboratory,”
forms of cancer.
Baylis said.
Chandrakanth Emani, a biolStudent
interaction
has
ogy professor at WKU-Owensgone
as
far
as
working
in
the
boro, spent the last semester
lab. Emani has combined his
beginning the initial steps of
coursework with research in orresearch that could change the
der to give his students firsthand
face of cancer treatment with a
experience that will be useful no
seemingly simple solution: bamatter what their future career
sil. However, Emani was quick to
may be.
explain that the herb has many
“Even if students aren’t going
Emani
not-so-simple uses.
into research, even if they’re
“Basil is a very great herb that
has been used in the East for so many going into industry, the ability to take
health aspects, like curing anything a problem and solve it — as you have
from the common cold to diabetes to do in research — is an amazing skill
to cholesterol,” he said. “And when I that absolutely any company is interlooked at the literature, I saw that ba- ested in,” Baylis said.
The student involvement has all
sil, in fact, contains a useful compound
called eugenol. And eugenol has a poChandrakanth Emani, biology professor
tent effect for curing breast cancer.”
Emani said that basil leaves also create an anti-inflammatory reaction on If I see promising results, then
colon and pancreatic cancer tumors.
I can suggest that now this
According to preliminary studies,
plant
is an environmentally
eugenol can be extracted from basil
friendly way to treat breast
leaves and, when put on human tissue
containing breast cancer cells, it halts
cancer.”
tumor development. Emani said this is
caused by chemical compounds within
plants called metabolites, which carry been made possible by FUSE (Facultythe genes that create eugenol — the Undergraduate Student Engagement)
center of study.
grants, which allow undergraduates
“My first focus now with this research hands-on involvement in their field.
is I want to get the basil plant to make
Emani said students write a grant,
more of this eugenol, so it can be a build a budget and put together the
storehouse of that compound, which proposal. If all goes through, they are
can help us fight breast cancer. That, I allowed to begin their independent
would say, is the most important aspect research. In this case, that would be inof this research,” Emani said.
serting the eugenol gene into the basil
Testing the effects of the modified plants.
plants is expected to begin by the end
Emani expressed his enthusiasm for
of the year, placing WKU at the head of this impactful opportunity available to
research for a plant-based cure. If all his students.
goes to plan, Emani believes that basil
“Some of them will be learning the
could revamp cancer treatment, mak- techniques, and some of them will be
ing it more natural than present syn- writing a FUSE grant for an indepenthetic chemicals.
dent research project,” he said. “But at
“What I’m looking for is a very envi- the end of the day, when they all come
ronmentally friendly aspect. Maybe in- together they know that they have been
clude the leaf in a diet to ward off can- working on a plant system for a useful
cer,” he said. “If the chance comes that compound which will come down the
they do have to make it into a pill, they road.”
would be using the plant extract itself,
Emani is prepared for an extensive
so it would be more environmentally road ahead.
friendly.”
“If I see promising results, then I can
The first phase of Emani’s work has suggest that now this plant is an environmentally friendly way to treat breast
been funded by the Office of Research.
Gordon Baylis, vice president for Re- cancer. No more painful chemotherasearch, said research programs such py, but that’s still a long way to go.”
BY MACKENZIE MATHEWS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
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Bus being removed
from Purple Line route

A minor change is coming to the
Topper Transit Purple Line.
Jennifer Tougas, director of Parking
and Transportation, said a bus on the
Purple Line will be removed for this semester.
The Purple Line, also known as the
Safe Ride service, runs from 10 p.m. to
2 a.m. Thursdays through Saturdays.
The service provides transportation for
students who may be too intoxicated to
drive.
Tougas said ridership decreased
about 30 percent last semester, due in
part to competition from the private
sector, such as taxi services and free sober rides.
"The students were choosing those
services over the fixed route service

that we were offering," Tougas said. "It
didn't justify the cost to keep that third
bus on the route, so we're returning to
two buses which is how we ran the service last year."
Tougas said she wasn't expecting the
drop to happen.
"Usually, it's the opposite," Tougas
said. "Usually when you add a bus and
you increase the level of service, you see
an increase in ridership."
The bus removed from the Purple
Line route will remain a part of Parking
and Transportation's bus fleet and will
be used for other services as needed.

Download
the new
WKUHERALD
app on App
Store and
Google Play
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FOOSBALL FRENZY

Nate Morguelan of Louisville, declares Bowling Green native Chris Beckley the winner of The Big Foos foosball tournament at Tidball's Thursday, Jan. 23. The tournament
was organized by Morguelan, who said the 35 person turn-out was more than he had ever seen come to play foosball. A group of foosball enthusiasts play every Tuesday
at Tidball's. AUSTIN ANTHONY/HERALD

Competitors huddle around the foosball tables at Tidball's during The Big Foos foos- Players and spectators watch as prizes are raffled off at The Big Foos foosball tournaball tournament on Thursday, Jan. 23.
ment at Tidball's Thursday, Jan. 23.

KREABLE YOUNG/HERALD

KREABLE YOUNG/HERALD

Connor Litten, of Louisville, celebrates a win in the first round at The Big Foos foosball tournament at Tidball's Thursday, Jan. 23. AUSTIN ANTHONY/HERALD
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REVIVING RAMONA

Ben Scott and Abby Murphy go Through scenes for the play adapted from Beverly Cleary's "Ramona Quimby" Jan. 25, 2014, at the Faculty House. The play is directed by
Elise Iannuzzi and has a mixture of volunteers from the Bowling Green community and WKU students. DEMETRIUS FREEMAN/HERALD

BG OnStage presents
‘Ramona Quimby’
BY KRISTINA BURTON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
BG OnStage, the resident community theatre of Van Meter, hopes to immerse adults and children alike in the
world of one of author Beverly Cleary's
most popular characters: Ramona Quimby.
Elise Iannuzzi, director of the production, said the theatre company's
dramatic adaptation, “Ramona Quimby,” centers around an everyday family in anywhere America.
Director Elise Iannuzzi walks cast members through their scenes for the play adapt“The story is set in a quiet little
ed from Beverly Cleary's 'Ramona Quimby' on January 25, 2014 at the Faculty House neighborhood where not much hapon campus. DEMETRIUS FREEMAN/HERALD
pens,” Iannuzzi said. “Beezus, the nar-

rator in the beginning, tells the audience that you can see shows about
princesses, knights in shining armor
— all these crazy things — and learn all
this cool stuff in school, but sometimes
the best story is in your own backyard.”
Iannuzzi said the story follows
Beatrice — "Beezus" — and Ramona
through their family problems and
school drama.
“It’s a cute family show,” Iannuzzi
said.
Abby Murphy, a fifth-grade student
from Bowling Green, plays the titular
role of Ramona Quimby, a student who
feels like no one understands her.
SEE QUIMBY PAGE B3

Students receive culture, language enhancement overseas
BYKRISTINA BURTON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

While many WKU students spent their winter
breaks relaxing, working,
getting some classes out of
the way, or doing a combination of all three, some students took their winter break
as an opportunity to indulge
their wanderlust.
Bowling Green senior Emily
Gott studied abroad in Australia over winter break on a trip
entitled "Economics Down
Under. "
Gott said she and other students on the trip met city planners, members of sports teams
and others who were involved
in what they were studying in
each class.
“Class was over by noon,
and we had the rest of the day
to do whatever we wanted in
whichever city we were in that
day,” Gott said.
Gott said getting to snorkel
in the Great Barrier Reef was a

highlight of the trip for her.
Ryan and Scott Vennell, seniors from Chatham, Ill., visited Cuba with Walker Rutledge
during the "Cuban Culture
and Literature" program.
“Many Americans either
don’t have an opinion on
Cuba or think negatively of it
because of how our governments have interacted in the
past,” Scott said. “Our professor wanted us to see the true
side of Cuban culture, which
was really cool.
Ryan said that because of
the United States' commercial,
economic and financial embargo on Cuba, his visit felt like
going back in time.
“The cars that citizens
own can’t be newer than
1960,” Ryan said. “No new
buildings have been built
since the revolution in 1960.
You would walk down the
streets and see 1950s Fords
and Chevys.”
Ryan said there was also no
SEE ABROAD PAGE B3

Walker Rutledge, a WKU English professor and the Cuban Literature and Culture program sponsor,
leads a discussion with 10 students about Ernest Hemingway’s years in Cuba at Hemingway’s Cuban
home, Finca Vigía, outside of Havana , Jan. 10.
NAOMI DRIESSNACK/HERALD
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WKU grad aims to close gap between Americas
BY ALLYSON BEASECKER
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
Holger Velastegui is a businessman. He is an Ecuadorian politician. He is a WKU
alumnus. Now, he is a bridge
between the students of Latin
America and Western Kentucky University.
Velastegui believes he has
a vision that will further
WKU’s philosophy of international reach. He is working with WKU and officials
in South America to bring
high school students from
South America to the classrooms of WKU.
The businessman in Velastegui recognized a need that he
could help fill.
Velastegui said there is no
program in existence that directs South American high
school students into American
universities.

“I see a big market for Western,” we said. “A good way of
supporting your ideas and
your goals is through education. Bring more people here,
educate them and send them
back.”
He speaks from experience.
Born and raised in Santo
Domingo, Ecuador. In 1981,
he arrived in Bowling Green
as a high school exchange student. He became a Hilltopper
in 1983 after WKU offered him
in-state tuition.
Velastegui fully immersed
himself into the student life at
WKU.
The business administration
major served on the Student
Government Association and
was the International Student
Club president.
His involvement at WKU
was a foundation off of which
he would build an influential
political career. WKU’s im-

ABROAD

CONTINUED FROM LIFE
available Wi-Fi or cell service.
“That was actually one of my
favorite parts — to just get off the
grid for two weeks,” Ryan said. “It
was quite relaxing to wake up every day and not have to check my
phone for emails or feel the need
to check social media throughout
the day. We got closer as a group
because there were no outside distractions.”
Alex Hezik, a Campbellsville junior, studied abroad in China over
winter break with the Chinese Language and Culture Odyssey program.
Hezik, who is in her second semester as a student in the Chinese Flagship Program, said that along with
gaining a deeper understanding of
the Chinese language, she learned
more about Daoism, Buddhism and
Confucianism.
Hezik said besides seeing the
Great Wall, which she never would
have imagined as a child, one of
the most interesting things about
China to her was seeing how people reacted to seeing Americans.

QUIMBY

CONTINUED FROM LIFE

Iannuzzi said one of her goals with
the during the school day performances of “Ramona Quimby” so children will realize that the kids onstage
are just like them.
“I hope that kids who are tentative
to try theatre will see this and decide
they want to do it, too,” Iannuzzi said.
“I hope we have more kids participate in the future because they saw
kids like them doing it.”
Murphy said the cast worked to
create a show that will bring families
together.
“There are some parts in the show
where family comes together because they’ve just gone through a
rough time,” Murphy said. “I hope
audiences take away that they should
always stick together and know that

pact would lead him back
to the Hill sooner than he
thought.
“Getting to work with young
leaders was very good for me,”
Velastegui said. “The leadership skills I learned really
helped.”
Economics professors William Davis, taught Velastegui when he was a student at
WKU. For Davis, Velastegui is
one of his success stories, calling him a "standout student."
In 1988, Velastegui graduated from WKU and returned
to Santo Domingo where he
worked as a radio broadcaster for his family’s radio
company. Through the show
his popularity grew and he
developed a deep connection within his community,
which opened a door to the
world of politics.
In 1996, he became a senator. He served on the senate

“You’d be walking down the street,
and they’d take pictures of you,” Hezik said. “Sometimes they would ask
permission, but most of the time
they weren’t inconspicuous about
it. They’d snap a picture, run off and
giggle.”
Hezik said she encourages students to look into study abroad.
“Talk to other people who have
gone,” Hezik said. “Put your name on
a list. Go to a meeting. Don’t assume
you won’t enjoy it. You don’t know
until you try.”
Scott said it’s difficult to put
the study abroad experience into
words.
“It’s hard to describe to someone
until you experience it for yourself,”
Scott said. “You need to get out there
and experience it.”
Ryan said studying abroad isn’t all
about earning course credit.
“It’s what you learn outside of
coursework about yourself, people
in the world, and the people you’re
with — it’s life-changing,” Ryan
said.

things will work out as they’re supposed to work out."
School day performances of “Ramona Quimby” begin Thursday, Jan.
30 at 9 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. in Van
Meter Theatre. Admission prices for
these performances are $5 per student, with one free teacher or chaperone ticket for every 10 student tickets.

IF YOU GO
What: BG OnStage
Where: Van Meter Auditorium
When: Jan. 30 at 9 a.m. & 11:30 a.m
Jan. 31 at 6:30 p.m.

Cost: $10 for adults, $8 for students
(age 6-18) and $5 for children (age 5 and
under).

cruiting students than what
meets the eye," Ransdell said.
"But it's an idea worth pursuing."
The first step in connecting
South American students to
WKU is showing the students
the benefits of studying at
WKU and developing relationships with elite high schools in
South America.
“The goal is to have the high
schools send a group of students every year,” Velastegui
said. “Hopefully in a couple
years we can reach in 100 students and in five years 1000
students.”
Davis said Velastegui is the
perfect person for the job. His
business experience and connections throughout South
America make him the perfect
liaison.
“He [Velastegui] is ideal for
this,” Davis said.

The sun rises over Old Havana on Jan. 13. Miguel Coyula, a retired architect,
said Havana is currently undergoing a restoration project in hopes of rebuilding the city and preserving the charm of Old Havana. NAOMI DRIESSNACK/HERALD

For more information about FacultyLed Study Abroad Programs, visit http://
www.wku.edu/flsa.

until 1998 and then served
as city commissioner from
2000 to 2005. During Velastegui’s political career, he
assisted in making the county of Santo Domingo a state,
offered aid to the poor and
founded two small catholic
universities.
Velastegui said he decided
to end his political career due
to corruption he began to see
within the Ecuadorian government. The connections he
made while working for the
government will prove to be
an invaluable resource in the
attempts to bring over Latin
American students.
“Now is a good time to help
Western,” Velastegui said. “I
owe Western a lot.”
President Gary Ransdell
said alumni recruiting is not
uncommon, but appreciates
Velastegui's efforts.
"There's a lot more to re-
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Gatton student builds app over winter break
BY ANNA ROEDERER
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

Derick Strode, Gatton Academy asst. director

For many WKU students, winter break means relaxing. Gatton
Academy senior Ethan Gill had
other plans.
Over the break, Gill designed and
launched his own app for iPhones
called HueHueHue. The app took
two weeks of vigorous work to design but was worth the challenge,
according to Gill.
“It’s not as fun if you can easily
do something,” he said.
The app is designed for Philips
Hue, which is a lighting system that
can be controlled from an iPhone
or iPad.
Gill said he developed HueHueHue out of personal necessity because he realized that it took him
longer to use Philips Hue lights
than actually flipping the light
switch himself.
The app works on iOS devices
and allows users to turn the Hue
lights on and off with a simple gesture or a push of a button.
Gill’s app runs all the time in
the background outside of an actual app so that it can be used even
when the screen is locked.
Originally, Gill thought that
mainly he and a few friends would
use HueHueHue, but it quickly
gained popularity and now touts
over 500 users. Gill said that he has
received a lot of support and positive feedback for his new app and
has been able to customize HueHueHue based on comments from
users in the features request.
Through the development of
HueHueHue, Gill is able to follow
his lifelong passion of making life
easier for people through the use of
technology.
“My goal has always been to
help people save time and to make
their lives easier,” he said.
Others recognize Gill’s ability to
identify a problem and find a so-

What makes Ethan
special is that he has
a special knack for
finding real problems
that affect everyday
life and making those
problems go away
using technology.”
lution, including Gatton Academy
Assistant Director of Academic Service Derick Strode. The assistant
director praised Gill’s initiative and
said that he has a skill that makes
somebody successful very quickly.
“It is not completely unusual
what Ethan is doing," Strode said.
"What makes Ethan special is that
he has a special knack for finding
the real problems that affect everyday life and making those problems
go away using technology."
Gill has already begun to make a
name for himself in the technology
world through events called Hackathons.
Strode acknowledged that although the word "Hackathon"
might have a negative connotation,
it is the complete opposite.
“These are friendly students
solving problems that you and I
care about,” Strode said.
As the word suggests, a Hackathon is essentially a “marathon”
for people involved in software
development to create anything
they want using any programming
language within 24 to 48 hours depending on the event. Sleep is the
one thing not encouraged at these
events, according to Gill.
At a Hackathon — hosted at MIT
— Gill won an award from MoPub
in the ‘best mobile data backend’

category for his app.
According to Strode, Gill was “no
doubt one of the youngest students
there.”
For those interested in programming, Gill said that in addition to
taking computer science classes,
most of the work is self-driven.
Along with the support from Gatton Academy, his own initiative and
help from contacts made from conferences and online, Gill has been
able to achieve what many his age
only dream of doing.
Gill sought some initial help for
designing his app from fellow programmer Nick Frey, a high school
senior from northern Iowa.
Frey’s specialty is with jailbreaking iOS devices which allows additional functions that are not available through the Apple store. Frey
used his expertise to help Gill start
HueHueHue since it is used on jailbroken devices.
While Frey said he helped Gill
find resources to get started, from
there “he (Gill) really figured it out
on his own.”
Frey praised the result of Gill’s
idea to help people save time with
HueHueHue.
“I don’t have a Philips light bulb
myself, but I think it would be
handy if I did,” Frey said.
Gill’s advice to people interested
in programming is to never give up
when facing challenges because
the end result is worth the effort.
“It’s very easy to get discouraged
with it, but keep pushing through
because you can really achieve
something great,” he said. He also
added that he “had a lot of fun” designing his app.
Gill plans to continue to design
software to make people’s lives easier and would one day like to work
for a start-up company.
Gill’s application HueHueHue is
available to jailbroken phones on
Cydia for compatible iOS devices.

HueHueHue allows users to control the lighting in
their room, with Gill having reduced complications
that arose in other versions of the commercial app. Gill
aims to minimize the amount of steps and time taken
to adjust the lights with his version.

Visit our website

WKUHERALD.com
for breaking news and updates

Professor promises marimba performance
BY KRISTINA BURTON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

The head of the
music department,
Scott Harris, plans to
introduce himself to
the WKU community with his solo marimba recital, “Pieces
I Know by Heart” this
Harris
Tuesday at the Ivan
Wilson Center for
Fine Arts Recital Hall.
“I’m fairly new to WKU, so I want
to get onstage and let people know
that, aside from doing office work, I
also play percussion and marimba,”
Harris said. “This is a great opportunity for me to share my love of the
instrument.”
Harris said the marimba is the
larger, “big brother” version of the
xylophone.
“It’s a wooden keyboard instrument with a rich, beautiful sound,”
Harris said. “It’s intimate and nice,
but not necessarily quiet, and it offers a classical, softer, prettier side of
percussion.”
Harris said the recital will feature
compositions and styles from varying world regions.
“There are softer pieces and
louder pieces. Some are aggressive
and some are more harmonic,” Harris said. “People may not know the
instrument and the extent of its repScott Harris, WKU professor

It’s loud, crazy,
a little rock and
roll and very fun
to play.”

ertoire.”
Dr. Mark Berry, an associate professor of music, said he is looking
forward to this recital a great deal.
“The marimba is one of the most
expressive percussion instruments,
and I always enjoy the variety of
sounds and colors that it affords,”
Berry said. “Dr. Harris is an exceptional performer and has chosen a
wonderful repertoire that showcases the full musical potential of the
marimba.”
Harris said the marimba has become the percussion family’s most
popular concert solo instrument.
“It’s rare to hear a snare drum
solo or a timpani solo, but you will
often hear a marimba solo,” Harris
said.
Harris said one piece he will be
playing at “Pieces I Know by Heart”
that particularly stands out is called
“Ultimatum 1” by Nebojsa Zivkovic.
“It’s loud, crazy, a little rock and
roll and very fun to play,” Harris said.
“It makes the audience say, ‘Wow,’
because it’s not Classical, long and
slow — it’s much more percussive.
There are parts that I’ve got to hit
the marimba pretty hard and jump
around a bit, so there’s some aggressiveness to it.”
Harris said he hopes to connect
on a musical level with the WKU
community with this solo recital.
“I want to let people know what
I’ve been playing for 20 years,” Harris said. “Some of these works I’ve
been playing since high school. As a
musician, you learn to keep pieces
in your repertoire and pull them out
again when you’re playing at venues.”
Berry said audience members
will enjoy a variety of compositional
styles at “Pieces I Know by Heart.”
“It is truly music that anyone can
enjoy,” Berry said.
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TRACK

WKU breaks three school records at Vanderbilt Indoor Invitational
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The WKU track and field teams continued on in
their indoor-season campaign this past weekend at
the Vanderbilt Indoor Invitational. The Toppers’ efforts combined for three new records, posting seven
marks that rank in the national top 25.
The weekend highlighted performances by defending Sun Belt Conference Athletes of the Week,
Elvyonn Bailey and Jessica Ramsey, both of whom
have emerged as senior leaders this season. Bailey
had only himself to beat when he shattered his old
400-meter dash record and set a new time of 46:52,
while Ramsey established a new weight throw record
of 65-feet-5 ½ inches.
Bailey’s dash was good for runner-up honors after a
weekend of competition, and a time that ranks ninth
in the NCAA. His senior counterpart Ramsey took top
honors in Nashville, and currently ranks 22nd nationally.
“Anytime you can go into a big meet like that and
compete like we did against SEC competition, it’s
huge,” coach Erik Jenkins said. “We’re definitely moving in the right direction as a program.”
David Mokone ran his way to a runner-up finish,
placing second in the 800-meter run with a time of
1:49.95. He currently ranks 11th in the country in the
event and has been named a two-time All-American.
Freshman Carrol Hardy managed to sprint her way
into the WKU record books for her 60-meter dash
time of 7:48 seconds, nabbing runner-up honors on
the weekend.
Sophomore distance runners Katie Lever and Lindsey Hinken also displayed eye-catching performances. Lever continued her strong sophomore-year campaign with a 16:44.20 clocking in the 5,000-meter run
— a mark ranking ninth nationally. Hinken finished
behind Lever in third with a time of 17:03.35, which
ranks 14th in the country.
Junior jumper Cyrus Johnson leaped his way into a
23rd national rank with a mark of 50-feet-1 ½ inches.
Johnson’s jump was the second furthest in program
history and leads the Sun Belt Conference.
The Toppers 4x400-meter relay rounded out the
top 25 performances for the weekend, winning the
relay in 3:10.85. Ventavius Sears, Chris Chamness,

WKU junior Chioma Agwunobi, left, and freshman Carrol Hardy, right, compete in the women's 60 meter dash at
the Vanderbilt Indoor Invitational on Saturday. JEFF BROWN/HERALD
Ja’Karyus Redwine and Bailey found themselves
ranked 24th nationally.
Redwine also recorded the fastest 60-meter dash in
the Sun Belt Conference at 6.79 seconds—a new personal record.
“We did all the heavy lifting in the fall months,” Jenkins said. “We have the young men and women to
compete at the level we want to be at. We have to
stay disciplined, healthy and humble.”
Defending Sun Belt co-athlete of the week Jessica Ramsey set a personal record 178-08 feet in
the weight throw at Vanderbilt, and said that setting personal records is what is driving an already
highly motivated team.

SWIMMING

WKU swim team ‘in it to win it’ for
Conference USA championships
BY BILLY RUTLEDGE
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The stage is set for the Conference USA championships Feb. 26 in Atlanta after the WKU swimming and diving teams swept its competition
against Vanderbilt, Marshall and University of
the Cumberlands Saturday at Bill Powell Natatorium.
The women’s team dominated the field with a
perfect 3-0 mark that included two individual wins
from sophomore Michelle Craddock. The Jacksonville, Fla. native timed 52:44 in the 100-free and
5:01:78 in the 500-free.
The men’s team tallied the fastest times in
both the 400-medley and 200-free and senior
Heitor Rodrigues nearly broke his own 48:48
pool record in the 100-fly with a 48:85 time Saturday.
The regular season for the Toppers was one
to remember as they achieved early success and
were able to continue that momentum throughout the year. With five new pool records set during the Hilltopper Open, big wins against Delta
State and Cincinnati, and a close loss to a nationally ranked Northwestern team, the Toppers
gained some confidence early. With the help of
11 seniors, the team had much success.

“The seniors did a phenomenal job this year,”
coach Bruce Marchionda said. “They stayed focused, staying on task and showed great leadership
throughout the season.” Senior leadership was
especially important on this squad as more than 60
percent of the team is made up of underclassmen.
Marchionda said they had to grow up very
quickly and were leaned upon heavily early in
the year. Thanks to help from the senior class,
they were able to do well when their time came.
Senior Richard Russell, who won the 100 free timing in at 46:27, is looking to accomplish in an area
that hasn’t been touched yet.
“Conference Champions,” Russell said firmly, “I
want to be the first team from WKU to have a Conference USA championship."
Russell and the men’s team fell just short of
that conference championship last year to Southern Methodist, a school now competing in the
American Athletic Conference. As the men enter
their second year in the conference, this is the first
time the women will be competing for the C-USA
championship.
“We definitely have our hands full, but is it doable? Yes,” Marchionda said. “Can we do it? Yes.
Will we do it? Who knows. But one thing is for sure,
we are in it to win it.”

“We are really coming together as a team,” Ramsey
said. “We are constantly motivating each other and
giving each other strength. The coaches have just
been stressing to take everything one day at a time,
and have really been focusing on technique.”
The track and field program will head to Bloomington, Ind., next weekend for the Indiana Relays.
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Noble expands role for Lady
Toppers in absence of Govan
BY KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Despite the absence of junior
guard Alexis Govan, the Sun Belt
Conference’s Preseason Player of the
Year, WKU (13-5, 5-2 Sun Belt) finds
itself just one game back of Arkansas State for first place in the league
standings.
Govan is second in the scoring column for the Lady Toppers with 16.5
points per game, but has been sidelined
since Jan. 1 with a stress fracture in her
left tibia.
Redshirt freshman guard Kendall Noble said after a win against Georgia State
on Jan. 8 that the team is keying in on
defense so that in turn will translate into
offense, which the Lady Toppers needed
without Govan.
“We’re just trying to focus on defense,” Noble said. “We know the shots
will start falling and everyone will contribute on the scoring end, so we just
focus on defense and we know we can
cut into her scoring. We don’t have to
score 17 points a game – we don’t have

Chastity Gooch, Forward

...it’s also making our team
better at the same time because other people are
stepping up.”
to make that up.”
Noble is a big reason WKU has won
five of its last six games and three of
four over the holidays without Govan.
In nine games with Govan in the lineup, Noble averaged just 3 points, 2.8 rebounds, 1.2 assists and 0.5 steals in less
than 15 minutes per game. The Hazard
native is averaging 12.5 points, 5.7 rebounds, 2.8 assists and 2.3 steals in 27.4
minutes per game in 7 games without
Govan.
Coach Michelle Clark-Heard said after a loss to Arkansas State on Jan. 18
that more has been expected of Noble
due to the absence of Govan and that
she has risen to the occasion.

COLUMN

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
the Lady Toppers (13-5, 5-2 SBC) has
been even more impressive considering they hit their stride without preseason Sun Belt Player of the Year, Alexis Govan.
Govan, WKU's star junior guard,
hasn't played since December when
she was sidelined with a stress fracture
in her left tibia. She's expected to join
the team again sometime in the next
few weeks but her average stat line —
16.5 points, 4.6 rebounds, 3.6 assists
and 2.5 steals per game so far this year
— is tough to duplicate.
The Lady Toppers have been able
to go 5-2 since Govan's injury, though,
thanks to junior forward Chastity
Gooch and several role players shouldering a heavier load.
Gooch, a junior forward and AllAmerican candidate, has always been

BASKETBALL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Radio. "We came in, we knew it was going to be a hard fought game. Coach
kept stressing that we came out with
the win. That's the main goal, we came
out on this road trip 2-0 which is a great
goal."
Junior forward Aaron Adeoye and senior forward O’Kara Akamune didn’t
have glamorous stat lines, but each
man provided valuable minutes off the
bench, giving the Toppers a physical inside presence with each playing stout
interior defense.
Forrest told WKU Radio the win
against Lafayette was “a collective team
effort.”
“I thought those guys did a heck of a
job with Shawn Long,” he said. “Those
guys (Adeoye and Akamune) were huge
for us.”
Two nights earlier, WKU’s depth came
in handy, once again. The Toppers ran
away with an 18-point win at Louisiana-Monroe with little assistance from
valuable player, Fant.
Price was the lead man against the
Warhawks, finishing with a game-high
26 points and 10 rebounds. He netted
seven shots from three-point range and
played a big part in WKU’s big win.
But he wasn’t the only part. Senior
guard Caden Dickerson contrib-

“I’m putting Kendall in a lot of different positions,” Heard said. “I’m playing
her at the point, she’s playing on the
wing, she plays post, so I’m putting her
in a lot of different situations and I tell
you what – she’s growing up each and
every day.”
Noble’s playing time has increased
substantially, but her consistency
hasn’t budged. She’s owns a leaguebest 2.0 assist/turnover ratio with
24 assists to just 12 turnovers during conference play. Noble also ranks
sixth in assists per game (3.4) and
seventh in steals per game (1.9) in
league play.
Noble’s steady play has been a pleasant surprise for WKU while the play of
junior forward Chastity Gooch remains
a solid staple.
Gooch leads the Sun Belt in both field
goal percentage (.586) and blocks per
game (2.0) while ranking second in
points per game (23) and rebounds per
game (8.7).
It was announced Monday morning
that Gooch is the Sun Belt Conference
Player of the Week as well as College
Sports Madness Mid Major Player of
the Week. The Sun Belt honor was her
third of the season, putting her in elite
company. She is the fourth Lady Topper to win the award at least three
times in one season.
Gooch became the 35th Lady Topper to reach 1,000 career points in
the first half of a 77-73 win over Louisiana-Monroe on Jan. 22, joining Govan, who reached the plateau on Dec.
7. Gooch finished with a career-high
31 points.
Gooch said after the Georgia State
win that although the injury to Govan
hurts the Lady Toppers, it gives other
players a chance to improve.
“We’re ready for her to come back,”
Gooch said. “But it’s also making our
team better at the same time because
other people are stepping up.”
WKU moves on to host UT-Arlington
on Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. CT. The
Mavericks own the conference’s worst
scoring margin (-10.2) while the Lady
Toppers lead the Sun Belt with a margin of 9.3.

an important piece for the Lady Toppers but she's become an even bigger presence in the post, averaging
23 points and 9.5 rebounds per game
since Govan last took the court on Dec.
21.
She hasn't been the only bright spot
for WKU, though. Freshman guard
Kendall Noble, who redshirted last
season after tearing her ACL early in
the year, has become one of the top offensive threats in the Sun Belt since being given more playing time. In seven
games without Govan, Noble has averaged 11.9 points, including 19 and 20
in each of her last two games. The Lady
Toppers went 8-2 over the break — five
of those wins without Govan.
The two WKU squads might look a
little different, but both are capable of
putting on a show and running with
the best teams in the Sun Belt. Successful stretches over the break have set the
table for an exciting end to the 2013-14
season.

uted nine points, sophomore center
Alex Rostov added eight and Adeoye
chipped in six of his own.
That seems to be the theme for this
Toppers team: Fant and Price are reliable scorers and bring consistently
stingy defense on the other end, but if
one of them isn’t scoring, other players
will step up.
The Toppers have won their first
four conference road games this season; that “next man up” mentality has
played a big part in that.
Earlier in the season at South Alabama, Fant scored 10 points, and Harrison-Docks finished with 11, including
the game-winning floater with seconds
remaining. In WKU's next game at Troy,
Price finished with only nine points,
seven short of his season average, but
Dickerson, Akamune and HarrisonDocks each added nine of their own.
That trend continued during the Louisiana road swing that resulted in two
wins and now the Toppers sit alone at
second place in the conference right
behind first place Georgia State.
Before embarking on the road to the
Pelican State, coach Ray Harper made
sure his team was ready to work.
“We've got a business trip this weekend and hopefully we go take care of
business,” he said.
The Toppers, all of them, took care of
business.
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In case you missed it, the WKU sports scene knew no such thing as a winter
break. Bobby Petrino said goodbye to the Hill, and Jeff Brohm said hello. Fans
ﬁlled Diddle and the 1,000 point club got a little bigger.

SEC IN
DIDDLE

1,000 POINT CLUB
Juniors Alexis Govan and
Chastity Gooch of the Lady
Toppers and junior forward
George Fant of the men's
basketball team reached
1,000 career points.
Including junior T.J. Price,
that makes four current
student-athletes in the
1,000-career point club.

Topper fans packed Diddle Arena on Dec. 30
as WKU hosted Ole Miss in a tightly contested contest, but fell 79-74 at the hands
of sharp-shooter Marshall Henderson. The
announced attendance of 7,523 is the largest
non-conference crowd since Diddle was
renovated during the 2002-03 season.

BYE-BYE

BOBBY

A

Basketball
teams come
back with
new edge
BY LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

BROHMS
AWAY

Louisville native Jeff Brohm named 19th football coach of WKU on Jan. 10.
Brohm was promoted to head coach after serving as offensive coordinator last
season. Brohm's offensive flourished with a school-record 5,502 yards on the
season.

COLUMN

fter just 13 months on the job, Bobby
Petrino left WKU for a return to Louisville,
the school he once took to a 41-9 record
from 2003-06. In his only season with WKU, the
Toppers finished with a school-best 8-4 record, but
missed a bowl game for the second time in three
years. Petrino was officially introduced as Louisville's coach on Jan. 9.

The biggest news of winter break
was a change at the top of the WKU
football team, but changes to the
men's and women's basketball
team lineups that took place while
school was out could be the most
important story this semester.
The
stagnant
Toppers saw their
offense show some
life with the additions of transfer
guards Trency Jackson and Chris Harrison-Docks, while
several Lady Topper
AULBACH
reserves and role
players took on the challenge of replacing an injured star. WKU fans
who haven't seen either team take
the court since last semester might
be a bit confused during the next
game they attend.
The defense has never been in
question, but since joining the Toppers at the start of the break, hotshooting Harrison-Docks and Jackson — the best athlete on the team
— have reshaped a Topper offense
that sat near the bottom of the Sun
Belt Conference in several statistical categories. Jackson has brought
strong defense and electric energy
to the court while Harrison-Docks,
already with a game-winning shot
at South Alabama to his name, is
one of the best shooters on the
team from any range.
Together, they average a combined 20.3 points per game and
have taken a lot of pressure off of
junior guard T.J. Price and junior
forward George Fant, who were
previously WKU's only consistent
offensive threats.
These changes have helped
WKU (13-7, 5-2 SBC) jump its average of 56.6 points per game from
before the start of the break to 72
points per game since, while maintaining the best scoring defense in
the conference. If the Toppers can
keep up this pace — they've gone
8-4 since the break — they'll prove
to other teams that they deserved to
be the Sun Belt's preseason favorite.
While the Toppers have looked
strong over the break, the play of
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Next man up: Toppers show strength in numbers
BY TYLER LASHBROOK
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Toppers have shocked Sun Belt
Conference basketball fans by proving
they are not just a two-man team. Followers will say that the team is reliant on its
junior duo, George Fant and T.J. Price, but
the season has shown a different story.
The Toppers have 11 different players
that play at least 10 minutes a night. The
teams recent road swing resulted in two
WKU wins against Louisiana-Lafayette
and Louisiana-Monroe. The team's depth
was on full display.
Saturday afternoon’s win came against
a feisty and talented Louisiana-Lafayette
squad. The Ragin’ Cajuns boast two of the
top three scorers in the conference, point
guard Elfrid Payton and forward Shawn
Long; both of whom are NBA caliber talents.
Fant answered the challenge of guard-

ing Long on one end and attacking him
relentlessly on the other. WKU assistant
coach Shawn Forrest, who was an assistant
at ULL last season, told WKU Radio that
Fant was due for a big road game.
“I think he wanted the challenge of
guarding Shawn Long,” he said. “I think
right now a lot of people consider Shawn
the best post man in the league, so George
welcomed the challenge.”
WKU, as a team, however, was challenged in the second half as its leading
scorer, Price, was sidelined for nearly 10
minutes with foul trouble.
Transfer guards Chris Harrison-Docks
and Trency Jackson answered that challenge. They scored 18 and 17 points respectively and connected on 12-of-14 free
throws, with several of those coming late
to finish the game.
“We came out with a 'W' and that's Junior guard Trency Jackson attempts a layup against Georgia State senior
what we wanted to do," Jackson told WKU guard Devonta White during the game at Diddle Arena on Jan. 9. CONNOR
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